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Archbishop Quigley Center Renovation 
In 2008, Lumenelle was commissioned by the Archdiocese of Chicago to restore 
all of the historic chandeliers and light fixtures in St. James Chapel and the 
Cardinal’s Wing at Archbishop Quigley Center (formerly Quigley Preparatory 
Seminary). 

Cover Photo:  
One of three massive cast iron and bronze chandeliers restored by Lumenelle in 
front of the St. James Chapel’s famous stained glass which was modeled on the 
Sainte-Chapelle in Paris, the royal chapel built by King St. Louis IX to house the 
relics of the crown of thorns. 

About Quigley 
Archbishop Quigley Center is located in Chicago at 103 East Chestnut Street near 
Chicago’s famous water tower and adjacent to Loyola University. Prior to its close 
on June 22, 2007, Archbishop Quigley Preparatory Seminary was a Roman 
Catholic high school for young men contemplating the priesthood.  In November of 
2008, extensive renovation of all four levels of the historic building’s 86,700 
square foot interior was completed and Quigley became home to the new 
archdiocesan Pastoral Center, containing the offices of the archbishop's curia and 
Archdiocese of Chicago. The renovation also included a new open stairway 
providing easier public access to St. James Chapel.  

Quigley was added to the National Register of Historic Places on February 16, 1996. By this time, the main spire had already 
been torn down due to major storm damage and the Archdiocese opened the Seminary to the public for the first time in an 
attempt to recover from economic restraints that had been consistently plaguing the seminary causing the seminary to close. 
This was extremely influential because the Archdiocese of Chicago is the largest seminary system in the United States. 
Fortunately this decision was effective and by 1997, the seminary had enough money to begin major restoration.   

Quigley's History 
Quigley Center is named after The Most Rev. James Edward Quigley, who served as archbishop of Chicago from 1903 to 
1915. He is credited with establishing the concept of the high school seminary with the founding of the Cathedral College of 
the Sacred Heart in October of 1905. Archbishop Quigley had shared his vision of a complete Chicago seminary 
development system with Bishop George Mundelein, Auxiliary Bishop of Brooklyn and his eventual successor, while 
waiting for a train. 

In February 1916, Archbishop Mundelein’s became Archbishop of Chicago. The following November, ground was broken at 
Rush and Chestnut Streets. Archbishop Quigley's vision became reality. 

"This will unquestionably be the most beautiful building here in Chicago, not excluding the various buildings of the 
University of Chicago."   George Cardinal Mundelein. 

The cornerstone for the early French Gothic structure was laid in September 1917. The first classes at the new Quigley 
Memorial Preparatory Seminary were held one year later. The first Mass was held 
by Archbishop Mundelein on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, December 
8, 1918, during which six priests were ordained. 

Quigley's Chapel of St. James was modeled on the Sainte-Chapelle in Paris, the 
royal chapel built by King Louis IX to house the relics of the crown of thorns. It 
was dedicated upon the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
and Mundelein's twenty-fifth priestly ordination on June 10, 1920.  Designed by 
the architecture firm of Gustav Steinbeck of New York and Zachary Taylor Davis, 
with stained glass by Robert Giles of the John J. Kinsella Company of Chicago. 
Its stunning rose window and other stained glass, composed of 650,000 individual 
pieces forming 245 scenes, are a Chicago treasure. Superb acoustics allow for 
musical performances that don't need to be amplified. Musical presentations 
include soloists, choirs and groups such as His Majestie's Clerkes and the Chicago 
Baroque Ensemble. It is one of Chicago's most breathtaking spiritual spaces. 

Quigley’s alumni includes almost 2,500 priests, two cardinals, more than forty-
one bishops,  two Vatican II periti, recipients of the Medal of Honor and the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, and two members of the Basketball Hall of Fame. 
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St. James Chapel Lighting Restoration 

Reaching New Heights!
One of the challenging parts of this 
project became immediately apparent 
when we saw what was necessary to 
access the hoists in order to lower the 
chandeliers. The hoists were located 
in a space between the chapel ceiling 
and the roof. This space was only 
accessible by entering through a 
doorway in a dormer on the outside of 
the roof 65 feet above the ground. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
          �

 

Taking Them Down 
The chandeliers and wall sconces provided the only lighting in 
the chapel. Once all of the chandeliers and wall sconces were 
disconnected, all work had to be done under temporary lighting 
until they were reinstalled six weeks later.              
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Taking Them Apart  
After they were down, the chandeliers had to be partially disassembled in order to break them down into manageable sections 
that would fit through the doors so they could be removed from the building for restoration. 

        

           

Getting Them to the Shop 
After they were partially disassembled, nearly three thousand pounds of chandelier parts had to be hand carried down these 
circular stairs and out of the building to the courtyard. From there, they were transported to Lumenelle’s shop to be restored. 
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Refinishing of Brass, Bronze, and Steel Parts 
Each chandelier and light fixture had to be thoroughly cleaned and checked for damage or any other structural issues. After 
that, the gold base coat is applied. 

Before ...  After ... 

               

 After ... 

                              

Before ...  After ... 
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Hand Painting of the Chandeliers 
The color details on the chandeliers were then hand painted. The original colors were researched to keep the chandeliers as 
authentic.  "It takes a steady hand, patience, precision, love of the project.” – Nancy Janko, Lumenelle 

 

After the gold base coat was applied, all color accents were hand painted. 
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The Restoration 
Before ...  After ... 

          
Close up of top section. 



 
Page 8 Archbishop Quigley Center Renovation

Bringing Them Back 
The they elevators were still not operational nor would the chandelier section have fit into the elevators. Therefore it was 
necessary to hand carry the chandeliers to the chapel. However, unlike during the removal, for various reasons, it was 
necessary to return the chandeliers in larger sections. The middle section weighed 450 pounds. 

                  

Carrying the 450 pound cast center section up the   Assembled chandelier center section 
circular stairway to St. James Chapel. staged directly underneath its chain.  

 
Upper two thirds of the chandelier on its chain. 
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Preparation for the Rehanging of the Chandeliers 
The three major subassemblies were reassembled in the chapel. After the chandeliers were back on their chains, the candle 
covers and light bulbs were installed. All light bulbs were tested before raising the chandeliers. 

                      

Reattaching the top section to the middle section.  Wiring the middle section to the top section. 

                                   

Chandelier wiring being attached to wiring already  Chandelier raised enough to permit lower 
attached to the chain.  third to be reattached. 
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Lower third to be reattached. After the bottom cross is  Using a temporary hook-up, all light bulbs were tested 
reattached at the very bottom, the chandelier is complete. prior to raising the chandeliers. 
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“Let There Be Light” 
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St. James Chapel Lighting Restoration 
Wall Sconce Restoration 

 
 

Four of the ten brass wall sconces restored by Lumenelle in the Chapel of St. James. 
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The Restoration 
Before ...  After ... 
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Repairing a Broken Corner 
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A broken corner on the mounting plate. Making a mold from the corner of an undamaged fixture. 

��  �� �

          
Cast repair part (left) and wax pattern (right). Fitting the repair part. 
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The repaired corner. The refinished backplate. 
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Restored Ceiling Fixture 
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The Cardinal’s Wing Lighting Restoration  
Chandelier Restoration 

 
Four of seven cast iron and bronze chandeliers restored by Lumenelle. New 4 light center modules were designed in the same 
style as the historic fixture and added to proved additional light output of the chandeliers.  
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Designing and Implementing Fixture Improvements 

          
The original supplementary downlight.  The mockup used to evaluate the light levels to be 
  achieved with Lumenelle's new downlight addition.  

           

Lumenelle's 4 light supplementary lights.  While originally designed with par lamps in mind, flame tip lamps were 
  later used to give wider illumination. 
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  Restored Pendant Fixture 
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